EPILOGUE:  A YEAR  OF  FRANCO

the revolt broke out. He spent three years hidden in rebel terri-
tory. Six months after the end of the war Santamaria and
fourteen others fled to France in a motor boat from a beach near
El FerroL Despite the great hazards involved in preparing for
this wholesale escape, Santamaria and his friends had managed
to disguise themselves as Civil Guards with three-cornered hats
and belting of cardboard, jackets, and wooden rifles. On a night
when the darkness favoured their Civil Guard disguise, Santa-
maria, who is a man of over fifty, and his fourteen comrades,
approached a motor boat, pointed their wooden rifles at the
occupants, and challenged them as smugglers. The men in the
boat fled and soon the fifteen Republicans were on the open sea
headed for France. In a short while their petrol was exhausted.
The improvised apparel was then burned, piece by piece, until
finally a French ship saw the flames and, thinking the motor boat
about to sink, drew near and picked them up.

Almost four years after the beginning of the war there are still
armed bands in the hills of Galicia and Asturias. The police
search everyone going into the hills, to keep food from being
carried to those men who have decided never to give themselves
up alive to the "justice5* of Franco. There have been veritable
battles in the hills. Many have been killed. But in every litde
village the vicissitudes of those who still hold out against Franco
in the mountain passes are followed with anxious admiration
and sympathy.

Among the recently escaped fugitives now in Mexico, there are
two who found refuge and shelter in the house of the village priest.
A large part of the lower clergy is against Franco. Their attitude
is due in part to the fact that they consider the brutal and
seemingly endless repression irreconcilable with their Christian
principles. The humble priests in the towns are also aware that
the silence of the hierarchy in the face of the continued slaughter,
and the presence of the hierarchy at all functions of the Phalanx,
are strong factors in turning the people against the Church%

Hunger is the dominant characteristic of the present situation
in Spain* From time to time, as, for example, following the new
commercial treaty with France, the empty bins are filled with
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